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Fig. 1. Equipment for controlling fire ants: ATV (all-terrain vehicle, left) and
knapsack (right) type of bait sprayer
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Fig. 2. The correctness (accuracy rate %) of report for fire ant by publics from
2004-2013
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ABSTRACT

The red imported fire ant (Solenopsis invicta) was reported first time in
2003 in Taiwan. To respond such newly invaded pest ant, National Red
Imported Fire Ant Control Center (NRIFACC) was established with aid by
Council of Agriculture. NRIFACC therefore represents a responsible
institute to coordinate fire ant control activities including public education,
professional training, surveillance, detection, ant identification and bait
treatments. With effort of years by colleagues in NRIFACC, the publics are
well educated in term of identification, report and control of fire ants.
Although eradication hasn’t achieved, the fire ant population remains
contained in northern Taiwan (mainly in Taoyuan County), suggesting
urgent need of long term control program that works more efficiently
especially facing limited financial resources. New techniques are currently
developing to enhance the control efficiency of fire ants in Taiwan, which
include equipment, detection methods, movement control of soil and
construction materials and integrated management by combining bio- and
chemical control. Based on the experience gained from combating fire ants
all these years, the promising way to mitigate the future damage of severe
invasive species such as fire ants is to form the Center for Invasive Species,
a professionally specialized agency that coordinates and carry out intense

monitoring, rapid response and real-time eradication actions.

Key Words: red imported fire ant, Solenopsis invicta, integrated

management, control resource





